aquifers, Christensen says any underground water would have leaked out and evaporated millions of years ago.
That's a puzzle that Malin has yet to solve. He has several arguments for why some of the water below the surface might be liquid: salts might have lowered its melting point, or the subsurface of Mars may be warmer than previously thought. But it's unclear where the water is coming from. Malin speculates that it comes from melting surface ice or that it has existed in the planet's deep interior since Mars formed. Christensen favours a model in which packets of surface snow melt when the climate warms. Other experts are divided. McEwen suspects both Christensen and Malin are right, whereas Vago is not so sure whether Mars has the right conditions to keep underground water liquid.
Either way, the finding that groundwater is seeping out of Mars is hugely significant for those who hope one day to find life on the planet. Liquid water is essential for life -at least for anything like life on Earth. And if life does exist on Mars, the only place it is likely to be able to survive is underground, and that is out of reach of our probes. If liquid water from aquifers is making it to the surface, it might carry microorganisms with it -although once there, they are unlikely to survive more than a few seconds. "It means that in the search for life, water is accessible and at the surface, " says McEwen.
Malin points out that, so far, there is no evidence of biological activity on Mars. But he adds: "Our results certainly point to a place where biological activity might occur. " 
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